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Each fall Madison Community Foundation 
invites our community to make gifts to the 
Foundation. This appeal isn’t to support 
a specific program or fund, but rather 
encourages people to expand MCF’s 
enduring impact by supporting a cause 
that is personally meaningful to them.

Some people support environmental causes, 
while others support educational programs, 
the arts, equity-focused initiatives, religious 
institutions, physical or mental health programs, or any number of other 
causes. And some people give more broadly — to our Community Impact 
or Priority Funds — providing greater latitude in grantmaking to meet the 
needs of our community as they evolve over time.

The motivation for generosity is as varied as the people who give. 
And yet collectively, these gifts create a multi-faceted legacy for the 
future, supporting this special place we call “home.”

In this newsletter, we share the stories of two funds — one created to 
reflect Shirley Kubly’s love for animals and her commitment to the Henry 
Vilas Zoo. The other was created by Amanda White to involve her son in 
philanthropy and create a legacy across generations.

We also share the story of AgeBetter’s Safe at Home program, which 
keeps seniors safe from falls in their homes. The grant for this program 
was funded by a Field of Interest fund created more than 30 years ago 
through an estate gift, which will continue to support our elders for 
generations to come.

Every gift, of every size, expands MCF’s permanent impact. And every 
grant awarded by MCF is made possible by these gifts, large and small.

As the community’s foundation, we reflect your values, your love for this 
special place and your generosity. I hope you’ll make a gift this fall, to 
whatever fund is most meaningful to you.

Bob Sorge 
President and CEO
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Passing on the Value of Philanthropy
Amanda White strives to live with purpose in both her professional and 
personal life. As a consultant to nonprofit organizations in the Madison 
area, she’s well-positioned to do that. “Living a good life means considering 
more than just your own happiness and purpose; it’s about recognizing the 
broader world and our role within it,” Amanda reflected. “And that’s what I’m 
trying to teach my son.”

Amanda believes that while empathy may be innate, philanthropy is a 
learned behavior. That’s why she actively involves her son, Gregory, in 
decisions regarding their family’s charitable giving. “Every year during the 
Big Share, Gregory selects organizations aligned with his interests, often 
focusing on environmental conservation and equity initiatives,” Amanda said.

“I always note that the donation is actually coming from my son,” Amanda 
said. “One organization sent him back a book and a great note, and that 
really had an impact on him.”

Creating a Legacy of Giving
When Amanda decided recently to create a legacy plan 
for her giving, she chose to create the Amanda White 
Family Fund at Madison Community Foundation. It will 
be funded through her estate, and Gregory will serve as 
the fund’s advisor — recommending distributions to the 
organizations that he wants to support.

“This fund isn’t just about leaving behind a financial 
legacy,” Amanda said. “It’s a testament to our values and 
a reminder to Gregory of the enduring importance of 
philanthropy.”

Becoming Part of a Network
Choosing MCF was a natural decision for Amanda. 

“I am familiar with MCF because of my work in the 
community and knew that when Gregory is in charge 
of the fund, he would get support and would be part 
of the network of people in the community that MCF 
works with,” Amanda explained.

“MCF plays a vital role in our community,” Amanda 
continued. “It’s a wonderful funder. But just as 
important, MCF is in the business of helping people 
learn how to be philanthropic. Because people 
respect and trust MCF, it’s a place where they are 
comfortable learning how to be philanthropic, or about 
organizations that may align with their interests. And 
that’s all so important for growing philanthropy in our 
community overall.”

Carrying On the Spirit of Philanthropy
In explaining why she chose to plan her legacy at 
a stage when many are focused on career growth, 
Amanda pointed to the value she places on giving back 
throughout her life. “I see in my own work that legacy 
gifts often are the largest gifts that a nonprofit receives,” 
she said. “Though I’m not exceptionally wealthy, I believe 
in contributing what I can, now and through my estate.”

Amanda’s philosophy on philanthropy extends beyond 
financial contributions. She emphasizes the importance 
of volunteering and community involvement as 
well. “Philanthropy is about more than dollars; it’s 
about actively participating and making a difference, 
regardless of the amount,” she explained. “Even a 
modest donation can have a significant impact when 
combined with others.”

“Our community boasts incredible philanthropists, but 
it’s vital to ensure that this spirit endures,” Amanda said. 

“We need to pass the torch to the next generation so 
that caring and generosity remain fundamental values 
in Madison.”

Let MCF Help You Create a Legacy
If you’re ready to consider your legacy, we can provide 
guidance on how to support the things that matter 
to you. Contact us at legacy@madisongives.org or call 
608.232.1763.
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Watching Past Grants Flourish
MCF’s grantmaking focuses on investing in projects that will help the Madison 
community thrive now and for generations to come. The nonprofit organizations 
that receive these grants work diligently to ensure the success of their new 
initiatives. Below are three examples of exciting projects that MCF has been proud 
to support and watch flourish in recent years. These achievements highlight the 
importance of supporting innovative ideas that can make a meaningful difference 
in Madison.

Madison Reading Project
Madison Reading Project has become an integral fixture 
in Dane County, boosting literacy by providing free books 
to children and teachers. MCF helped fund Madison 
Reading Project’s Big Red Reading Bus in 2018 with a 
$50,000 Community Impact grant. The bus eliminated 
many barriers by bringing books to kids — at events, 
in their neighborhoods or at programs run by partner 
organizations. In 2023, the bus made 167 stops and 
gave 9,607 books to children.

The Big Red Reading bus gained popularity as it brought 
exciting and diverse books directly to kids, and soon 
the bus’s schedule was filling up months in advance. 
At the same time, the bus’s limitations — only operable 
in warmer months and lacking a lift to accommodate 
people with mobility challenges — were becoming more 
frustrating.

Thus, the idea for the Big Red Reading Bus 2.0 was 
formed! Bus 2.0 would be bigger, climate-controlled, 
and equipped with a wheelchair lift to provide greater 
accessibility and safer access. The new bus would allow 
Madison Reading Project to double the number of 
stops it made each year. MCF was once again on board, 
awarding Madison Reading Project a $40,000 grant in 
2022 toward the new bus, which launched this May.

With the addition of the lift, the new bus has allowed 
Madison Reading Project to partner with organizations 
that support children with disabilities, such as GiGi’s 
Playhouse and Dane County Miracle League.

Dane County Miracle League’s Executive Director, Bill 
Schultz, summed up the impact this accessibility will 
have: “I remember, as a child with a disability, seeing 
a bookmobile in my community and not being able to 
enter because my handicap prevented me from stepping 
into the vehicle. Madison Reading Project’s purchase of 
a fully accessible vehicle provides the opportunity for all 
children to experience the joy of reading and learning.”
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Harry Whitehorse International Wood Sculpture Festival
Harry Whitehorse was a Black River Falls native and proud member of the 
Ho-Chunk nation. He fell in love with art from an early age and eventually 
became a master wood sculptor whose larger-than-life sculptures are found 
throughout Madison.

After his passing in 2017, sculptor Gene Delcourt wanted to find a way to 
honor Whitehorse, who had been his mentor. Whitehorse had urged Delcourt 
to participate in European wood sculpture symposiums, so the idea to host a 
festival in Whitehorse’s honor came naturally.

Gene worked with Harry’s wife, Deb Whitehorse, to make the festival a 
reality. The inaugural Harry Whitehorse International Wood Sculpture Festival 
was supported by a Community Impact grant from MCF. Held in June at San 
Damiano in Monona, it featured 11 renowned wood sculptors from across the 
globe. Showcasing a range of unique styles and expertise, these artists worked 
tirelessly over seven days to transform raw logs into stunning works of art. 

The festival also featured traditional Ho-Chunk and indigenous art forms such 
as weaving, carving, pointing, jewelry making, music and dancing.

“The festival not only honored Harry’s legacy but also fostered a deeper 
appreciation for the natural and cultural heritage of the Ho-Chunk people,” Deb 
Whitehorse said. “This will become a biennial event that draws indigenous 
and international artists and nurtures a profound appreciation for our region’s 
natural beauty that we look forward to making a community tradition.”

Centro Hispano
For nearly 40 years, Centro Hispano has been a resource for Dane County’s 
Latinx residents. In the last decade, rapid growth of the Latinx community 
in Madison has caused Centro to grow too. Both staff size and program 
participation at Centro tripled since 2011, and it now serves more than 7,500 
people and 3,000 families annually. The organization needed more space.

In 2021, MCF provided Centro Hispano a $100,000 grant to help prepare 
for the capital campaign to finance its new home. In 2022, Centro Hispano 
purchased a warehouse on Madison’s south side and launched a $20 million 
capital campaign.

Centro’s hosted a grand opening of its new home in April 2024.

Centro’s new home keeps both Latinx heritage and the environment at the 
forefront. Called Calli, an Aztec symbol meaning home that is associated with 
rest, tranquility and family, the new space is designed to be welcoming, with 
rooms that flow together to promote collaboration. With Calli, Centro will be 
able to serve an additional 1,000 community members annually and double 
the size of its after school and summer programs.

 “There is a fluidity to the space and the environment and the sun and the 
land,” said Karen Menendez Coller, Centro Hispano’s Executive Director. The 
building is equipped with a solar array, a geothermal HVAC system and an 
open-air patio with a surrounding garden. “This new building is a continuation 
of the growth of Centro Hispano, and a place of sanctuary.”
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Safe at Home
Preventing Falls and 
Preserving Independence
Falls are a leading cause of injury and death in Wisconsin; 
in 2022, emergency medical services responded to nearly 
131,000 falls across the state — a 23.7% increase from 
2019. According to the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC), Wisconsin has the highest mortality 
rate after a fall among older adults. Falls also can rob 
people of their independence and self-confidence, 
undermining their ability to continue to live at home.

The good news: falls can be prevented. Which is what 
AgeBetter’s Safe at Home program is working to do.

Piloting a Program to Fill a Gap
In 2023, MCF awarded AgeBetter a grant from the 
William E. and Edna B. Walker Fund for the Elderly, 
a Field of Interest fund at MCF that was established 
in 1981. The grant allowed AgeBetter to create a pilot 
program for Safe at Home.

“For years, SSM Health offered free home safety 
assessments for seniors,” Ann Albert, Executive 
Director at AgeBetter, said. “I really liked their model 
of partnering with volunteers to do assessments and 
following up to connect seniors with resources. When 
SSM Health closed their program in 2022, we wanted to 
offer a similar solution to people in the community.”

“We were able to create and run a pilot program thanks 
to the grant from MCF,” Ann said. “And SSM Health 
was very helpful and shared program materials and 
information with us.”

Creating a Collaborative Project
In keeping with AgeBetter’s founding principles, 
the Safe at Home program is a collaboration with 
the community.

“For our pilot program, we partnered with Madison 
College Occupational Therapy Assistant program 
students, who did 40 assessments,” Ann explained. 

“We then followed up with each person after 
the assessment to help them implement the 
recommendations and to answer questions.”

The pilot program’s success led to a contract with 
Dane County to provide free home assessments to 
county residents age 60+.

Program coordinator Diane Turner, hired during the 
2023 pilot, has broadened the pool of volunteer 
assessors, adding students from UW-Madison and 
retired occupational therapists to the team. In the first 
six months of 2024, AgeBetter already had completed 
40 home assessments.

Risks Often Are in Plain Sight
Most falls happen at home, which makes the home 
assessments extremely valuable in preventing injuries.

“Most people coming into our program self-select after 
learning about it at an event,” Diane explained, rather 
than being referred to the program. After seeing the 
post-assessment recommendations, people often 
express surprise at the risks that surround them.

“People often tell us, ‘I never thought about that’ or 
‘I never noticed that before’ when we follow up with 
them after the assessment,” Diane said. Diane makes 
follow up calls with people a week or two after the 
initial visit to help explain the recommendations.

Diane also helps connect people with a case manager 
or lets them know about community resources to help 
them implement the recommendations, which often 
involve installing grab bars and stair railings, and helping 
secure rugs to the floor.

If you are interested in learning more about the 
Safe at Home program, or would like to schedule an 
assessment, visit agebettertoday.org/safe-at-home.

Steps like these leading into a house often cause falls. 
Adding railings would greatly improve the safety.
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Connecting Personal Values to 
High-Impact Opportunities
MCF offers many ways to support the community and the causes you love, like 
field of interest funds. A field of interest fund may be the right choice for you if:
•	 You want to simplify your giving by supporting a specific area of interest.
•	 You want to provide support for generations to come, where it is most needed, 

within your chosen area of interest.
•	 You trust MCF to select specific organizations that are having an impact to 

receive grants.

A Flexible Fund to Meet Your Goals
With a field of interest fund, you determine the area your fund will support. The field 
can be quite broad or specific. MCF invests the money you give to the fund to grow
in perpetuity, and staff will annually distribute grants from your fund to organizations
working in the areas you have determined. We monitor the changing needs of our 
community and ensure your grants continue to have the highest impact possible.

Here are some of the field of interest grants we’ve made in 2024:

Arts
•	 American Players Theatre – Student Matinee Series  

 & Classroom Workshops, $10,000
•	 Black Power Dance and Swing State Aerial –  

 Summer of Love and Community Connections,  
 $6,000

•	 Dane Dances – 25th Anniversary Programming,  
 $5,000

•	 Lead Between the Rhymes Youth Filmmaking –  
 Youth STEAM Filmmaking Program, $2,500

•	 The Bodgery – Growing Makerspace Youth Class  
 Capacity, $10,000

Community Development
•	 Badger Rock Neighborhood Association –  

 Expanding Adult Programs and Activities, $15,000
•	 Madison Public Library – Birding Backpacks, $5,000
•	 Middleton Public Library – Mobile Programs and  

 Materials, $17,500

Elderly
•	 Affordable Dental Care – Dental Care for Seniors,  

 $5,000
•	 East Madison Community Center – Expanding  

 Senior Amenities and Programming, $20,000
•	 Lakeview Public Library – Expanding ESL, Elderly  

 and Homeless Services, $5,450
•	 Sugar River Senior Center – Kitchen Renovations,  

 $10,000

Homelessness
•	 Briarpatch Youth Services – Bilingual and Homeless  

 Services for Youth, $35,000
•	 JustDane – Healing House, $15,000
•	 Porchlight – Affordable Housing Furniture and  

 Appliances for Men’s Apartment, $20,000
•	 Shelter from the Storm Ministries – Flourish  

 Advocacy Initiative, $10,000
•	 Solace Friends – Project Solace: Hospice Care for  

 the Homeless, $25,000

Supporting Immigrants
•	 Catholic Multicultural Center – Food Pantry for  

 Immigrant Communities and Immigration Legal  
 Services, $20,000

•	 End Domestic Abuse Wisconsin – Refugees and   
 Immigrants Seeking Empowerment (RISE) Law  
 Center, $5,000



A Loving Tribute for a Lover of Animals
Shirley A. Kubly had a lifelong passion for animals and a remarkable talent for 
connecting with them, whether domestic or wild. Her dedication to helping 
others learn about and appreciate these creatures was evident throughout 
her life, especially in her work with children.

Shirley devoted her time to raising awareness about the importance of 
preserving species and their habitats, and the humane treatment of animals. 

“It filled a passion in me,” she once said.

A lifelong volunteer, Shirley contributed to a wide range of organizations, from 
the Monroe Art Center to serving as both a Girl Scout and Cub Scout leader. 
In 1992, she began volunteering at the Henry Vilas Zoo in Madison, seamlessly 
blending her love for animals with her commitment to volunteerism.

111 N. Fairchild Street, Suite 260 
Madison, WI 53703

At the Vilas Zoo, Shirley embraced numerous roles, starting with the 
education program and later joining the Zoological Society Board of 
Directors. She was instrumental in the development and construction 
of the Polar Bear Exhibit. Even during her travels, the zoo was never far 
from Shirley’s thoughts; she delighted in visiting other zoos to gather 
new ideas for improving the Vilas Zoo.

Shirley passed away in 2022 at the age of 87. To honor her legacy and 
sustain her support for the Vilas Zoo, her husband and her son, Pat 
Kubly and Ryan Kubly, established the Shirley Kubly Fund for Henry 
Vilas Zoo. This fund will provide annual support for the zoo’s education, 
conservation and animal welfare programs — a fitting tribute to a 
woman who prioritized sharing her love of animals with the community.

Save the Date
2024 Advisor Webinar Series

October 15 | noon to 1:00 p.m.
A Primer on CRTs, CLTs and CGAs, 

featuring Johanna Allex and 
E.G. Schramka 

November 14 | noon to 1:00 p.m.
7 Tips for Helping Your Clients Make 

Effective Year-End Gifts, featuring 
Carmen Jeschke and Alison Helland

Find more information and 
links to register at 

madisongives.org/AdvisorWebinars


